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[Text] From 20 to 29 March 1989. the Siath Plenum of 
the Party Central Committee (Sewwon V1) met in Mano: 
to review 2 years of implementing the 6th Party € 

resolution and to define the course and mission of the 


neat } years 

Creneral Secretary yen Van Linh capressed some 
important views while convening the conference and 
during the discussions 


The Sith Plenum of the Party Central Committee 
conducted democrat discussiom and 
asserted that in implementing the resolution of the 
- ph during the past ) years. in an economic 
er vironment with many difficulties our 
— sate and people have developed the renovation 
task in many areas of social life. capecially m the 
economy. have achieved initial important rewults 


—Reonented construction of the cconomi structure. 
beginning with formation of an cconomn structure of 
many components and partially readjusted the invest. 
ment structure following a concentrated course toward 
the objective of three economn programs Improve. 
ment of the management mechaniwm has created a 
few impetus in production most clearly im the agr- 
cultural area In the state-operated economn area 
despite still many difficulties skillfully operating units 
have appeared 


—More profoundl) developed the people's collective 
—— the process of preparing and con- 
ducting the 6th Congress. becoming an impetus sim. 

ulating the renovation task 


—Readjusied the fatherland protection strategy com. 
pleted missions on the battlefield reduced military 
strength reorganized the standing army and strength. 
ened the disposition of people's war Changes were 
made in protecting political security consistent with 
the new situation 


—Strengthened solidarity and renovated cooperation in 
many aspects and strengthened solidarity with the 
Soviet Union. Laos. Cambodia and other fraternal 
socialist countries Reoriented external stra 
supervision. and gradually opened new fa 


capabilities for developing cooperative relations with 
neighboring countries and other countries im the 


—The results above are closely connected with initial 
results made in the party buslding task in the political 
ideological. organization. and cadre aspects 





Actual practice has affirmed that (he renovation line wt 
forth by the 6th Congres 4 corre) Following thes route. 
our people are gradually overcoming the difficulties and 
concentrating efforts on building and protecting the 
socialist fatherland 


Lp © now however. the progress made has not been 
uniform or bas and the coonomn and social system 
will has many severe difticultics 


Through the past > years of implementing the resolution 
of the 6th Congress. we have ofearl) noticed additional 
courw and solutions and have had additional new advan 
tages for gradually taking our nation actos the difficult 


period 


The Central ( ommitice Plenum analyzed ofpectine and 
sehyective cause Sowing efforts to overcome the socio: 
economic situation 


During the past ) years the Party Central ( ommuitice 
and Political Bureau have promulgated many resolu: 
trons solidified and developed the resolution of the 6th 
Party Congress. and set forth imoreasngly clearer 
internal features for renovating the economy) national 
defense foreign relations ideological cultural and tn- 
erary work. party building. etc State agencies have made 
efforts w systemize the resolution of the party and 
organization of achievement supervision However 
many deficionae cvs i the tasks of party leaderviup 
and viate management There 1 the dow summarization 
oi a. a © Se oe 
—s progress in the renovation process Systemiza 
party resolutions «© ow and in some cases 

rhe and imoconuetent renovation of the party 
burlding task and cadre organization wort of the party 
and viate 1 low and dicologeal leadership lacks muita: 
tive and 1s unable to anticipate crroncous tendencies that 
could occur the renovation process in order to 


promptly correct t 


The Sixth Plenum of the Party ( eniral ( ommutter 
confirmed the mayor vicwpornts and courses for super. 
vieing the renovation task during the neat | years and for 
continually conducting in depth renovation armed at 
achieving the general objective of taking an important 
step in stabilizing the socrocconomn situation and cre. 
ating additional prerequivics for advancement 


Our achievement of this ofyective in the socroeconomn 
sivation sill has many difficulties However there are 
also man) new capabilities and advantages 


—The maternal and intectiectual pot atial of \ vctnamese 
and of economic components 1 great bul has not been 
fully cxaploned These are the great reserve forces of 
economn development 


—Increaungly nich and synchronized postions and pol. 
res of renovating the cconomy will develop a strong 
effect in life 


—Maternal conditions of the economy during the neat 4 
years will be further strengthened duc to an important 





part to large projects constructed during the past 
several years thal are now beginning operation 


—International economic interchange and ron 
Seoname Gur coumtey ond ethan Us Ge coal oft be 


—The rise to socialiem is the inevitable route of our 
country. and the enlightened choice of Uncle Ho and 
our party Building a socialist Vicinam is the objec. 

tive and the ideal of our party and 

is NOI to 


—Marxism-Leninism is always the ideological founda 
tion of our party and directs the entire revolutionary 


crate 
severely punish those undermining the frurts of the 
revolution. security. order and social safety 


von 
—{ oordinate painotiem with proletanan internation. 
aliem and socialist internationaliem and coordinate 
the of the people with that of the era under 
new thom 
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On the basis of the principles noted above and based on 
conclumons while summarizing practice during 


2 years of implementing the party resolution. the task of 
renovation in the future in all fields must be directly 


promoted in accordance with the following mayor view: 
points courses and positions 


z5 
2 
a 


strongly shifting economic units to business 
following a viewpoint of planned com. 


—{ ontrotling and repelling inflation 1s the most urgent 
mission. a burning economic. social. and political 
problem. and a determining condition for taking the 
economic and social condition out of panic and into 
stability and development Resistance to inflation 

be 


must 

anism. strongly shifting economic activities to bus. 
new | thoroughly liberating production 
capabilities: stimulating effective production and 
business development 


—Develop the impetus role of scrence and technology in 
close connection with the requirements of commodity 


economy development 


—Promote external economic activities. swiftly increase 
sources of foreign exchange. and attract sources of 
capital and technical advances from foreign countries 
to develop the efficiency of the national economy 


—4 oncentrate on resolving urgent problems on socialis 
icy Consistent with the task of renovating cconomn 
policies while ensuring unity between cconomn and 
social policies 


z 
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—Uphold vigilance. strengthen national defense and 
security, and ensure initiative under all conditions to 
protect the fatherland and ensure political security. 
order and social safety 


—Promote foreign relations activities armed at main- 
taining peace. taking advantage of every opportunity 
and favorable condition to ly stabilize socio- 
economic development. build socialism. protect the 
a. oe sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 

and assist in the overall struggle for peace 
national independence. democracy and a, 


—Build and develop socialist democracy. renovate the 
organization and activity formula of the political 
system, and renovate ideology and cadre work aimed 
oe raising —+ of ey) leadership. Prater 
t the state. ng the 
active role — creative ability of the people. effec- 
tively blocking bureaucratism and deviant ideology. 
and creating a comprehensive social impetus 


The Sixth Plenum of the Party Central Committee is one 
of the most important conferences held since the 6th 


Party Congress. and the conference resolution is an 





important foundation for unifying ideology and action, 
strengthening discipline and unanimous solidarity in the 
party and among the people. and creating a seething and 
continuous revolutionary action movement aimed at 
successfully achieving the objective set forth by the 6th 
Congress. Party committee echelons must have a specific 
program for organizing full understanding and proper 
achievement of this resolution throughout the party and 


people 


The Sixth Plenum of the Party Central Committee is 
confident that, with the experience accumulated dur _ 
more than the past 2 years, with new determination a 
confidence attained th actual practice, and with the 
tradition of unanimous solidarity of our entire party and 
people. we will surely overcome the difficulties, create an 
important turning point. and continue to bring new 
successes to the renovation undertaking. 


Speech of General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh 
00000000 Hana TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr &9 pp 6-16 


[Published in FBIS-EAS-89-061. 31 Mar 89) 
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‘Contract 10° and the Land Ownership System in 
Our Country 

42100009) Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
Apr 89 pp 22-28 


{Article by Le Huy Phan} 


[Text] 
I 


The formula of flat rate contracts in oo. la- 
neously expanding since the end of 1986. was tally 
accepted as the universal contract formula by Resolution 
10 of the Political Bureau (and is abbreviated as “con- 
tract 10"). This was an inevitable development of the 
household contract formula that spontancously 
expanded at the end of the sixties in many northern 
provinces of our country and was later officially accepted 
throughout the country by Directive 100 of the Secre- 
tariat in 1981. To affirm a major policy on reorganizing 
agricultural production. household contracts in agricul- 
ture have assisted in alleviating many difficulties and 
much delay in agricultural production. and their devel- 
opment logic has demanded true assignment of stable 
and long-term collective land ownership to the farmer. 
developing the ability and capacity of each farm housc- 
hold in raring the output of commodity agricultural 
products, and ss the agricultural scrence revolu- 
tron in all three fields of agriculture. forestry and fishing 
in every soil and climate region, eliminating a psy- 
chology and habit of dependence on the collective and 
contentment with an average low income. and building 
the knowledge to grasp social requirements to uphold a 
dynamic spirit in production. Speaking in economic 
technical terms familiar at the this time, this is an issue 
creating the psychology and action of a modern com- 
modity production foundation in the rural area. 


Differing from many fraternal countries. the household 
contract issue was presented and resolved in our country 
after 30 years of agricultural cooperativization following 
an operational mechanism returning undeniably historic 
achievements. However. contradictions and difficulties 
also continuously arose for which we and the socialist 
community have recently been able to find explanations 
and solutions. The collective (collective farm)- 
cooperative ownership system, formed over a ' ig 
period of time into a curriculum by the Soviet Union and 
many other fraternal countries. has not withstood the 
challenge of history. and is presently under reexamina- 
tion on the basis of acknowledging the need for restoring. 
prolonging and providing long-term development to the 
family economy of the farmer (cooperative member) by 
accepting contracts for the rental of land and production 
materials from the state or collective. with firm joint 
enterprise and association in many aspects between 
family economy and cooperatives and state-operated 
organizations. 


Actually, the socialist community has had the significant 
experience of locations advancing from a higher level. 
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and cooperatives rising 10 swiftly form agricultural enter- 
prises managed in accordance with modern require: 
ments. However, because the reorganization and mod- 
ermization of agriculture in other regions ying a 

part of the community's area have been afflicted 
with not a few mistakes and deficiencies. many more 
difficulties have been encountered. In our country, many 
reversals have been encountered in the process of 
forming collective ownership areas in agriculture. and 
the lessons learned on household contracts have many 
features similar to the newest challenges of the Soviet 
Union and a number of other fraternal countries. There- 
fore. we have the conditions for contributing to the great 
process occurring in the community of fraternal coun- 
tries by suggestions for restructuring the current cooper- 
ative system and the established collective ownership 


system, 
lu 


Actual practice has shown that the long-term speciality 
of agricultural production in our country 1s tropical 
farming (foresiry and fishing). with roe as the founda- 
tion, and a population with traditions and experience in 
intensive cultivation in the lowlands that has exploned 
nearly all the midlands and mastered the mountainous 
forests (with ethnic minorities in each region and scat- 
tered throughout the highlands) Because wet rice 
farming technology demands water containment 
embankments. methods of intensive cultivation accom- 
pany and coincide with a situation of precemeal and 
scatiered fields. Before the people's government was 
established, a feudal system existed primarily in the 
ethnic minority regions while in the lowlands. most of 
the area consisted of publicly owned fields (official land) 
rotated among the farmers under a system of unjust 
distribution and corruption by overbearing officials. 
When the French colonialists expanded their exploita- 
tion, the organizational forms creating more commodity 
products were farms. hamicts and plantations. They 
developed more rapidly and primarily in regions of 
sandy and hilly land while in the rice growing regions. 
small-farmer economy with many of the characteristics 
of a traditional self-sufficient commune continued to 


occupy a decisive percentage ' 


Parallel with the process of waging war to protect the 
fatherland, our party solved a series of land problems to 
strengthen the worker-peasant alliance and to strengthen 
the combat rear area’ eliminating the feudal system in 
the highlands. confiscating the land of colonialists and 
traitors. encouraging a number of landlords to offer their 
land, temporarily issuing recovered land to poor 
farmers, reducing rents and interest rates. etc. In reality, 
the results of land reform during the years from 1953 to 
1955 formalized the ownership rights of the farmers and 
achieved the “land to the tiller” slogan on the basis of 
original cultivation conducted throughout the period of 
resistance against France. slightly supplemented by the 
newly confiscated land’ Thus. when the transitional 
period to socialism in the north began. Vietnamese 
farmers. despite their position of owning their land and 





freedom from the yoke of exploitation, still had insuffi. 
cient time to develop into middle peasants with dynamic 
strength in individual production, to create commodity 
agricultural products or to achieve a higher standard of 
living. If many agricultural regions in the south are not 
counted, in which a part of the middle peasants and their 
families independently developed technical business and 
service and held a greater position in raising the ratio of 
commodity agricultural products. it may be affirmed 
that: during the historical development of our people—- 
including the period of continuous national liberation 
revolution—the farmers of our nation have basically no 
middle t tradition and have not yet escaped from 
self-sufficient production. 


Here, it must be noted that during the fine! years of the 
war of resistance against France. confronted by tremen- 
dous rear services requirements. our party launched a 
major campaign in agriculture with two firmly coordi- 
nated movements. The first, a study of hero Hoang 
Hanh. was in substance the development of individual 
production capabilities. raising the standards and ability 
of intensive cultivation and cooperativizing the labor 
organization of individual households on land under 
their ownership. The second was developing the recip- 
rocal cooperation of the Trinh Xuan Ba: labor exchange 
team. In many locations. labor exchange teams nearly 
attained the level of present labor cooperation teams. 
They were forms of collective labor returning high results 
and assisting in training in the advance to the agricul- 
tural cooperative system. Regrettably. this campaign was 
not profoundly summarized and the experience gained 
in developing the middle peasant economy) and gradually 
introducing farmers to collective labor was not devel- 
oped. If this had been done. the position of gradually 
building a cooperative movement on the basis of firmly 
Strengthening labor exchange teams. expressed in the 
resolution of the 14th Plenum of the Party Central 
Committee (Session II). would have possibly been more 
consistently implemented and the agricultur.l cooperat- 
ivization movement in the north would have better 


developed. 


As everyone knows. in all the land measures. our state 
has not nationalized the fields but on the contrary has 
officially recognized farmer ownership of the divided 
land. 


With the victorious August Revolution and 9-year war of 
resistance in our country. the long-term aspiration of 
farmers to become masters of the land became reality. 
However, the period of individual work by farmers had 
not lasted very long when the agricultural cooperativiza- 
tion movement (1958-1960) quickly became a move- 
ment raising cooperatives to a high level. following the 
agricultural action (collective farm) model of the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries before. This soon 
replaced the independen' developrn.cnt interests of the 
middle peasant with those of collective farmers working 
together in specialized teams in fields where the old 
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embankments had been removed for the realignment 
and construction of new area and plot levees and with 
irrigation and draimage on a unified schedule. The 
farming followed a crop season mechanism and crop 
structure with already stipulated fertilization techniques 
and labor distribution plans. The strong as well as 
restrictive aspects of the cooperativization system mien- 
tioned above, occurring in the north ove a period of 
more than 20 years, swiftly developed an effect in the 
south after liberation. Before the formula of household 
contracts was accepted throughout the country, the offi- 
cial documents of our party and state received a fairly 
thorough analysis by the press. In this research article, | 
suggest only that (he following two points be given 
attention: 


|. Because the concept of private land ownership was not 
yet imbedded in farmer | . and due to the pro- 
tracted effect of distribution and labor during a long war 
in the rural area. field collectivization encountered no 
significant reaction, and any occurrences of compulsion 
were not widespread or serious. Vietnamese farmers 
abandoned private ownership of the fields and entered 
high-level cooperatives in a relatively compliant manner. 
The main force labor generation in the north at the 
present time has almost forgotten the previously recog- 
nized boundaries of private family ownership and even 
the ideology of differentiating old hamlet fields from 
those collectivized on a large village scale only partially 
exists among the middle aged.' 


2. On the other hand. the strength of collective owner- 
ship. at first relying on the surging attraction of political 
motivation and afterwards supported by the concept of 
rear area obligations, was not solidified by progress in 
production efficiency or work-day value. Collectiviza- 
tion measures steadily expanded and the distribution 
system became increasingly affected by a tendency 
toward aimless work. point exaggeration. arbitrariness 
and irrationality. The ability of the primary level cadre 
increasingly failed to promptly follow the realistic devel- 
opment requirements of production. and inequitable 
policies of delivery and exchange were ext: mely slow in 
changing with some becoming steadily worse. During 
many years, phases of solidifying the collective owner- 
ship system followed a course of raising cooperatives to 
a increasingly larger scale. forcibly implementing a pro- 
cedure of accounting. norms and management in an 
industrial activity style, deviating from realistic stan- 
dards of the primary unit, etc. When actual income from 
collective economy fell, the labor enthusiasm of the 
cooperative member also declined. At the end of the 
sixties and beginning of the seventies. when an attitude 
of indifference toward collective ownership and labor 
appeared nearly everywhere in the north and the south. 
occurrences of reduced confidence in the cooperativiza- 
tion route also appeared more rapidly than 1 did after 
the first collectivization phases following liberation 


Thus, in the middie of the seventies and cighties. the 
cooperative system throughout the country fell | ito an 
situation of overall difficulty (if not a crisis) that seemed 
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difficult to escape. This was because the cooperative 
member had no private ownership and consequently no 
individual fields with which he was closely attached. 
while the benefits of collective ownership and labor 
steadily declined and no interest in collective activity 
was generated. The problem was that in defining an 
economic impetus for stimulating the achievement of a 
foremost production front, that impetus surely had to be 
a type of economic be: efit created by changes in the 
ownership system. Expe sence in achieving the system of 
area and end product cc ntracts for cooperative member 
households allowed our party to solve that problem. 


IV 


Actually, this impetus was discovered at the end of the 
sixties, even under the conditions of the fierce war of 
resistance against America in the north, when a large 
part of the cooperative members expressed a special 
spirit of labor and capability for intensive cultivation on 
the 5 percent land set aside for the direct consumer needs 
of their family. At that time, some worried that the 
development of private ownership habits would possibly 
cause cooperative members to become increasing!) neg- 
ligent toward collective ownership and labor. but there 
were also those who wanted to experiment by expanding 
the scale and effect of this active spirit and capability 
into a number of fixed steps such as stock raising and the 
cultivation of industrial and subsidiary food crops. 
Today, we often recall the bold experiment of the Vinh 
Phu Provincial Party Committee in household contracts 
that began in 1966 but had to stop in 1969 because no 
upper echelon concurrence was received. A more careful 
study would conclude that product contracts for farm 
households were conducted by cooperatives before that 
in different provinces and not just in Vinh Phuc and Phu 
Tho. And even after they were forbidden, household 
contracts were secretly applied in many locations. Espe- 
cially since the middle of the seventies, in nearly all the 
provinces of the north, the “surreptitious contract” 
movement has become widespread. It is tacitly or offi- 
cially encouraged by local party committee echelons and 
brings a truly new impetus to agricultural production. 
Continued achievement of innovations from the masses 
and primary level cadres led to acknowledgement of the 
household contract formula, at first discreetly called 
contracts for individuals or coopera ive member groups 
and since 1987 flat rate contract: with many other 
names, and then to official endorsement with Resolution 
10 of the Political Bureau. 


Analysis of the historic experiment above shows that a 
new impetus has appeared right in the framework of the 
current collective ownersh _ .ooperative system. It was 
strengthened when the cooperative member was given 
greater autonomy in the use of output in excess of norms 
on the additional area assigned to his family. However. 
the farmer would return a portion of the land if he saw 
that anything in excess of contract levels would not 
compensate for the efforts of his family. Oniy with the 
“contract 10" formula can the cooperative abandon the 
right to decide and determine final production and 





Socialism in Vietnam: Restropective and Renovation 7 


income Grstribution (through the system of \orms and 
work-point accounting). and can the farmer he assigned 
the right of long-term land use (along with «ne right of 
true ownership of other production materials resold by 
the cooperative), and only from that movement can the 
farmer autonomously arrange activities within: his 
farr ly, an autonomy based on norm obligations. con- 
suiner requirements and the ability of market exchange 
to define the level of investment and supplemented labor 
effort. In substance, this impetus is in itself the elevated 
collective ownership of contracted land and is expressed 
by the economic benefits of the cooperative member 
household. To say it another way, the benefits o: private 
production have been restored through experience in 
haggling for a fairly expensive price during the previous 
period of about 30 years of agricultural cooperativiza- 
tion. The benefits of private production must be exam- 
ined not in the traditional sense but under the conditions 
of the rural area in Vietnam at the present time. The 
State sets forth strong renovation requirements to over- 
come negativism. inaction and bureaucratism, and to 
ensure commodity and material convertibility with 
appropriate agricultural production and new develop- 
ment of the ownership system in the rural area. During 
the renovation process above. the management functions 
of the state and primary level administration will be 
strengthened to ensure cultural and social interests, and 
to ensure management and supervised achievement of 
the systems of land use. irrigation and drainage. plant 
protection, stock raising. scientific dissemination and 
technical investment. Present cooperatives will increas- 
ingly shift to primary functions of ensuring service and 
supplying every aspect for production, every relationship 
between the cooperative and the cooperative member 
will be achieved through equitable and direct contracts 
with each household. and present service and supply 
organizations themselves will become independent 
accounting units, existing and developing through fees 
paid by the households. 


A system of cooperatives with the new functions above 
and the economic organizations renovated as above. 
along with other cooperative systems (marketing, credit, 
construction, and handicraft production) and other 
forms of extended cooperation (industrial-agricultural 
association, between commerce and individuals and 
production units, etc.) in the rural area will create a 
system of extremely varied production anc business 
cooperation forms in all appropriate scales connecting 
individual households and individuals engaged in agri- 
cultural production with the socialist state and state- 
operated economy. Thus. the reality of the socialist 
revolution in the rural area of Vietnam has shown that: 
throughout the transitional period to socialism and also 
probably afterwards. the Vietnamese rural area will rise 
to socialist large-scale production through extremely 
flexible and varied cooperative forms, applying a system 
of broad and multistaged cooperation without the need 
for a system of collective and cooperative land owner- 
ship. 
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v 


To acknowiedge the ability to pass over the system of 
collective and cooperative land ownership in our country 
is also namely to acknowledge the right of stable and 
long-term land use of farm households and other private 
households accepting contracts by many varied formulas 
within the framework of the socialist public ownership of 
land. With this new theme, the benefits of individual and 
private production will exist for a long time in the rural 
area of Vietnam, not only through the transitional period 
but also in later socialism within the framework of the 
socialist public ownership system. This 1s because indi- 
vidual and private production in the rural area is gov- 
erned by the land management laws and production plan 
of the socialist state and is effected by state-operated 
economy. Because the road to socialism cannot turn 
back, the concentrated management function of the state 
must be unceasingly strengthened by methods of effec- 
tive macrocosmic economic control in an increasingly 
dynamic socialist market, so the forms of joint enterprise 
and association between one party, that of social produc- 
tion, and the other, that of individual and private 
production, produce increasingly higher results. 


On the way to bringing the rural area to socialist large- 
scale commodity production, those studying the land 
ownership system must resolve the following major 
theoretical and practical problems: 


1. In the lowland rice growing regions, practice during 
three recent harvests has shown that the present area 
contract formula cannot avoid a tendency of average (by 
agricultural population) and piecemeal (using the good 
to compensate for the bad and the near to compensate 
for the far) distribution regardless of whether a con- 
tracted cooperative member household achieves a fixed 
and assured grain level or not. However, population 
development and family scale will contradict stable land 
in 10 or 15 years and on the other hand, development of 
the material and technical base and the production and 
business capabilities of families will demand that a 
piecemeal situation with many separate plots of ground 
be overcome to torm modern farms. Only by rapidly 
promoting the development of trades, creating higher 
standards of labor assignment and creating increasingly 
many specialized households (stock raising, production 
support, agricultural product processing, export goods 
production, etc.) will it be possible to reduce the field- 
work population, combine the land for agricultural pro- 
duction by professional households, and simultaneously 
raise living standards in the rural area. In conjunction 
with promulgation of long-term land use rights (by 
contract or bid), it is necessary also to promulgate 
limited or unlimited transfer rights under fixed condi- 
tions (ensuring that the land is received by someone 
directly engaged in farming with higher results). Fol- 
lowing that, it 1s also necessary to recognize the right to 
hire labor (or by the season) when the income of the 
individual working for hire is improved compared with 
working the field. The interests of the individual and 
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private producer demand that the theme of their collec- 
tive land ownership be clearly defined, and encourage- 
ment of individual and private production and business 
demands a new and complete perception of a labor 
market in socialist large-scale commodity production. 


2. On the other hand, in the rural area of our country has 
long existed a significant percentage of family house- 
holds within the purview of the welfare policy and others 
encountering difficulties due to » .bstandard production 
and business abilities. The socialist state has a policy of 
gratitude and kindness toward these recipients and of 
active assistance for those to follow. In this task, the rural 
area of Vietnam is still a reserve motive force and 
Strength unifying the traditional mutual aid of the people 
through forms such as: labor exchange. labor rotation, 
labor in gratitude to the families of war invalids and 
fallen heroes, mutual aid funds, etc. It 1s these very fields 
of labor cooperation, on a small hamlet scale and relying 
on kinship relations and hamlet feelings. that will lead to 
a process of restored collectivization, this time truly 
relying on voluntarism and economic effectiveness with 
the highest results the creation of collective farms and 
agricultural production cooperatives with their theme at 
a appropriate scale. The existence of such a fixed ratio of 
collective-cooperative ownership due to land accumula- 
tion can never negate the process of advancement to 
se alism in the rural area of Vietnam, and need not 
uicergo a system of collective land ownership, con- 
versely, it makes the theory and practice of building a 
cooperative system in our country increasingly rich and 
attractive. 


Footnotes 


1. The agricultural situation in the Mekong River Delta 
has characteristics requiring a separate study. 


2. | believe it necessary to thoroughly review land reform 
for a more accurate conclusion on a number of serious 
mistakes made then: erroneously stipulating universal 
components in all locations that led to confiscation of 
the land and property of many farm households with 
many conditions and abilitic. for commodity produc- 
tion. This mistake not only caused lasting hatreds 
adversely affecting rural solidarity but also created a 
psychology laden with fear and prejudice toward 
dynamic individuals in production with a higher than 
normal income and accumulation. This 1s a great 
obstacle in present ideology in the campaign to renovate 
production relations in the rural area of our country. 


3. In the south. land disputes between the people and 
southern administration in the past and land transfers 
following liberation have a mark on everyone. Therefore. 
solution of land problems in the south at this time has 
many complexities and difficulties as clearly shown by 
the actual practice of the past several months. 
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Fundamental and Main Contradictions During the 
Transitional Period in Our Country 


00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 89 pp 29-33, 28 


{Tran Huu Tien; article not translated] 





10 Renovation—Opinions and Experience 


Several Features of Literature at the Present Time 


42100009C Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 
Vietnamese Apr 89 pp 34-41 


Article by To Hoai, Writer and Chairman of the Hanoi 
riters and Artists Association] 


{Text} 
I 


In the Vietnamese literary movement, both prior to as 
well as since the August Revolution of 1945, never have 
we been confronted with such a severe situation as now. 
Like every aspect in society, the deadlock as well , its 
removal are becoming a fierce conflict—and literature 
lies within that overall sphere. It is not easy and one 
cannot halt at general points of discussion but must have 
specific assertions as well as actions, and only by naming 
the right and the wrong can the way toward advancement 
be opened. 


Bookshop shelves are overflowing with incredible, 
absurd, and barbarous translations, from “Tai Sinh 
Duyen” [“Predestined Reincarnation™] and “Tam Ha 
Nam Duong” “{Three Moving South”] to the “Bo Gia” 
{“The Godfather”] to “Mafia,” etc. Continuing this 
trend, future publications will include “Conquering the 
World,” “Kien Lung Visits Ziang Nam,” “Seven Swords 
and Thirteen Heroes,” kung fu novels by Kim Dung, the 
anticommunist stories of extremely profound and insid- 
iously pink ideology of Tu Toc and Quynh Dao. In book 
advertising there is also brazen talk and blatant specula- 
tion. Hanoi Radio, in a commercial referred to as 
economic and cultural information, it was advertised 
that: “Dong Chu Liet Quoc” [“All the Eastern Nations”} 
is for sale, a set of Chinese historical novels with a partial 
ideology of using the people as the supporting base,” etc. 


Large and small bookstores in Hanoi in the past used to 
sell a number of the books mentioned above but people 
of my generation who can still remember that these 
books were the *3-cent" kind—with each issue priced at 
3 to 5 cents, and after a number of issues, bound into 
sets, piled on a corner of the counter, while on the 
shelves and in bright locations were displayed the works 
of well-known contemporary writers: Nguyen Cong 
Hoan, Nguyen Tuan, Nhat Linh, Thach Lam, Do Duc 
Thu, etc., translations of Tang Dynasty poetry by Tan 
Da, Ngo Tat To, etc. Now, books that in the past lay in 
the corners have sprung up to occupy the most distin- 
guished locations in the shop, a small thing that reveals 
how far the downgraded appreciation and mixed bag of 
confusion in human ideology has reached. Such a com- 
petitive market in literature is unacceptable because 
literature is a spiritual food, not a variety of glutinous or 
non-glutinous rice or a bolt of cloth. 


Recently, the press published a number of articles on 
investigating and denouncing the spread of “black 
books” and “crime books,” and afterwards a few feeble 
measures were taken in a number of local areas, specif- 
ically in Lam Dong Province, where the discipline was 
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passive and much more of a deterrent nature with no one 
at all being prosecuted for a civil or criminal offense 


1 will not delve into the rigid or flexible aspects, or the 
laxity of the law, but wish to present one example: we all 
know that in the Soviet Union at the present time, 
responsible agencies and organizations are joining public 
opinion to restore the position of a number of works and 
authors—authors with many valuable books behind 
them, not just those who are well known. In “restructur- 
ing.” Soviet literature has been supplemented by works 
that previously had h-«) © soncously rejected, but the 
Soviets also denounc:. nd torv! several bad works and 
authors for which th — nglish and American press and 
radio have clamorea ss‘ * mended freedom. 


Not everything is done in a careless manner (with the 
Soviets). We however are at the same time impulsive, 
lax, and dismayed: in these problems, not one agency has 
examined or made the same decision regarding contro- 
versial authors. If a writer previously had a work of 
(ordinary) romantic inclination, and then writes a book 
insulting communism, how should all of the works of 
this author be considered? Khai Hung and Nhat Linh are 
a clear example. Nearly all the works of these two 
authors could be republished. However, during the 
period in which the south was temporarily occupied by 
the enemy, the Phuong Giang Publishing House in 
Saigon published a posthumous set of short stories and 
plays by Khai Hung, written in 1945 or 1946, when Khai 
Hung was one of the leaders of the reactionary Quoc Dan 
Dang Nationalist Party; these short stories and plays had 
themes that were clearly anticommunist. Khai Hung 
established characters known as a “nationalist party 
revolutionary combatant” and a “Viet Minh soldier,” 
that usually concluded with the bloodthirsty Viet Minh 
soldier being killed. How should we treat such authors? 
Many areas have reprinted nearly all the works of Khai 
Hung and Nhat Linh. Regarding the anticommunist 
novels, “Along the Thanh Thuy River” and “New Bridge 
Hamlet” of Nhat Linh and the anticommunist creations 
of Khai Hung, what attitude and measures should we 
take? I have not placed these problems first, but we really 
have no rules or regulations about such things while 
these authors must at least be carefully analyzed and 
evaluated. Concerning culture and literature, we abso- 
lutely cannot allow business to “run after the market 
place” without methods of incentive or limitation, 
financing or complete prohibition and truly should not 
blur or abuse the word “unfettered” in this situation. 
Strangely enough, in the face of such things as the chaotic 
situation with videotapes, the responsible comrades 
have not reviewed their own work but only expressed 
suprise and act as if this is none of their business. 


The bookstores are confusing and disorderly to the eye 
because of the flashy bookcovers with truly titillating and 
undignified titles. There is a reason for this however. 
These are just the books published in the south during 
the U.S.-puppet period. One book (a novel) with a 
normal title is uwoout to be published. The publisher takes 
it to a distribution agency to ascertain the quantity (there 
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those achievements’ How have we been -_ =e 
ni 


viewpoint of the movement and the force. during the 
period from the 6th Party Congress to Resolution 05 of 
the Political Bureau. the issues of criticism and creativity 
were the main ones, all others were trifling and 


renovation Listed 
easy and specific visualization. not just several writers 
but an entire movement and force by the renova- 
tion ideology. We can see that renovation spirit 


encompasses every age group. not just a number of new 
writers. 


Manh Tuan. Luu Quang Vu. Xuan Cang. Y 
: (of the Tay ethnic minority). Be Kien Quoc, Ma 
“ . 
Luu, Y Nhi. 


Cc Le. Mai . Boi, Le 
Doen Le, Duong Thu Huong. Newyen Duy. 
Nguyen Huy Thiep. Pham Hoa: Nguyen etc 


the works of the creative movement and Based on 
new occurrences and with the works of authors 
as those above. | make three observations 
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produce works of a higher plane. the neat or some other 
generation with greater talents will do so Literature of 
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Now with renovation, we have recognized previous 
literatures shoricom and errors, only @ sparse 


profound! 
simple and unilateral 


The recently kindled situation of fine creation is the 
initial result of the renovation struggle 


to the inside story of a lawsuit, etc. In lite a- 
ture. writing styles are not considered literary st) le 


by sweating 


i 
ta 
iyi 
Fea? 
i 
itd 


con- 

clamored about prostitutes (lustful women). 
brown-nosing flattery. and the “sublimation and lustrous 
lips” of all literary compositions during that period. not 
reused but creative Could it be that renovation 1s 
imitating the extreme decadence” It must not In 
many aspects, cusioms. subsistence. speech. and 
wording. we are boldly ruminating on the perversions of 
the old south When we are usurped in the ideological 

_ indifference in literature also suffers ups and 
down both in and capression This indifference 
must be resisted disregarded 


In connection with the above problems | wish to relate 
two examples. One led to something bad and the other to 
something good in specific kinds of writers 


He 
‘7 
2 
2 


| knew a young writer ¥) years ago with an catremely 
individual style. although he had only written a few short 











stories. His friends cheered and proclaimed him to be the 

“best short-story writer in Indochina’('”) He got con- 

and became even bolder Finally. he went to jail 

(for other crimes, not because of his writing) He was 

able to return home after some time bul became old 

before his time, lost his spirit. and completely lost 
in 


interest in writing 
The second case was Luu Quang Vu Speaking about 
stapled enamete teal fan sand to ometning gone f 
at to ' ‘s 
fairly wi Mebeuh ont of the tome Guu or 
friend of Vu. | knew him. 

Only after he was discharged from the air force did Vu 
begin to write stories that were published in books of the 
Hanoi Cultural Service His thinking was extremely 
pessimistic and dark However. his writing improved 
very fast when Hoai Thanh praised his poems as a 

n 


| 
{ 
) 


eh ogg hey 





axes the quthar iogiven iatnvens ond balitied However. 
the best thing about Vu were his social problems and 
play ideology. es were only his desire to “gain 


the hand life.” affecting him and removing 
hn pan and backward habits. With this vision. 


The cases related above allow us to see thal developing 
writers must have their inner thoughts discussed without 
praising or blaming them in the press Concerning those 
who have not writien a great deal but who have revealed 


Renovation in literature has begun and ii is only a 
beginning. We st to evaluate and encourage cre- 
ativit seeing the road ahead Frank criticism and 

ific assistance without flattering or appeasement are 
essential methods that must be conducted with revised 
organizations and sysiems. and surely the countenance 
of culture will attain a new feature 
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Resolution 05 of the Political Bureau, solidifying the 
cultural and literary course set forth in the resolution of 
the 6th a7 A 2 is a practical foundation for 
recognizing the renovation that has formed The present 
achievements as well as the deficiencies and remissions 
must be resolved. from the ideological to the manage: 
ment aspects. and literature and art are a measurement 
of the results of introducing the party resolution to life 


However. Resolution 05 of the Political Bureau. promul- 
gated at the end of 1987, has to this time still not been 
solidified to any great extent Besides a number of 
statements and explanations. the literary situation has 
been thrown into the waters of tribulation and fires of 
torment. Literature and art is not lacking “things that 
must be done immec ately” bul not many 
agencies are doing an thing Discussions be held 
in the spirit of the ‘s theme (such as the 
discussions held by General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh 
with cultural represensatives. and the documents of the 
Political Bureau ing ideological work). in 
concurrence with delving immediately into the tasks of 
correcting. ng. and renewing However. every 
work [ment above] 1s only instigated in the news- 
paper or in conferences so the thoughts of most writers 
are saddied with a state of both upright sleep and 
immtation as before 

| wish to cite a few examples 

—Just last month there was an article by Tran Do in the 


newspaper NHAN at + for systemization 
of Resolution 05. the need publishi laws. press 
laws. etc aeenutiie, Game Capen callbe preity 
should be prepared at the same time as a resolution 
from the Political Bureau. Because of the lack of these 

laws. the publishing situation 1s now in 
uncontrollable disorder. the t of prices of 
printing paper and newspapers can take one’s health 
away 


—t listened three times to Tran Van Phac announcing 
the new honorarium system. the establishment of art 
councils, etc. stating decisively that related docu- 
oo ah Se? 2 Recently. the 
same statement was made in the | 989 work plan of the 
Ministry of Culture. also presented by Tran Van Phac. 
In general. if the plan 1s not competed this year. it will 
be carned out slowly next year Not mentioning count- 
less disturbances and continuing the honorariums as 
they are now, when new measures are accepted. moncy 
will work much less. No wonder why writers will 
complain and lose their trust 


—Stage. photography. and cinema congresses have con- 
cluded. and there are new steering committees but the 
orginal old mechanism remains Other associations. 
including the Writers Association. will soon hold 
congresses. and when they are completed. how the 
management mechanism will be 1s unknown The 
government has issued a document on the autonomy 
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of professional associations. bul we all know that 
behind this state document there are still thousands of 
regulations, and in conjunction with the eaperimental 
improvement, elimination of state subsidization 
involves no small loss in time With this tortome-tike 
poe oy negative observation is that even when the 

ts and papers are completed. we still have to 


and have yet to see any movement. | don't know 
whether Hanoi lacks dynamism or the central govern. 
ment is unconcerned. 


must not 7 

movement forces. there are different movements at 
Se ee ee Se © oe 
some during the war of resistance against France. the 
resistance against the U.S.. and then from 1975 until 
now, there is a new class of new writers. The writers 
association 1s an operation agency, and surely the main 
component must reflect the greatest numbers of :deolo- 
oS ep ee oe ne 
tron 


i 
+ 


the Political Bureau, or the councils only have an advi- 
Sy SSS, © 9 Se Se ae @ Sees. ! ae 
that in replacement of the literary mechanism. a Viet- 
namese Literary Academy be established in the central 
government. Many nations of the same standards as 
ours, all have literary academies. Why do we continue to 
look down upon ourselves’? The Academy will not be 
formal, instead it will be a group of elected writers in the 
group of 50 and older (if they are still discerning and 
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creative—they are the essence of literature tempered 
with working and writing experience The main impor- 
lant contribution of this age group is in formulating 
strategic tasks and projects iterature. and assum 
— for awarding the highest literary awards 

the state 


The simultaneous formation of a new mechaniem for the 
Vietnam Writers Association and a Vietnam Literary 
Academy. with the present Literary Institute of the 
Social Science Committee. carries an encompassing sig- 
nificance for all the works. movements. and forces of 
Vietnamese literature 


Initial Renovations in Vinh Phu 


00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr &9 pp 42-48 


[Tran Van Dang. article not translated] 


A Few on renovating | eadership of 
Party Conmalittee Echelons Oter Level Coors 
421000094 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 89 pp 49-51 


ee > € & a 
ourt Appeals Court] 


{Text} Due to many objective and yective reasons. 
achievement of the party leadership ism over the 
court sector still has many confusing aspects and imped- 
iments in the practical activities of local party commitice 
echelons. especially at the district level, These imped:- 
ments are 


—In some locations. there 1s too much interference in 
the professional activities of the courts such as forcing 
them to report all cases being tried and providing 
extremely specific opinions on charges. court levels. 
etc. OF issuing imsiructions stipulating a number 
things that must be reported to the party commitice 

before a case is conducted. If a presiding 
or deputy presiding ) has a spirit of respon- 
ibility and dares to . its very probable he will 
not have a succeeding term of office in that position 


—Some locations bear the title of a party committee 
echelon but only assign one member of the standing 
committee to give opimons, and if a case is errone- 
ously handled, the party committee echelon criticizes 
the court. The courts also fail to recognize their 
responsibility and blame party committee echelons. 
occasionally creating tense relations between the party 
committee echelons and the court Or. although not 
using the title of the party committee echelon. some 
members take advantage of their position in the com- 
mittee echelon to influence court adjudication and 
execution 


—Conversely. because some places belittle the court's 
role and exercise lax leadership. the court does not 
receive the proper level of concern or have conditions 
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recreational activities. These are important and fore. 
Most conditions in operating a service business: 


Despite limitations and shortcomings in material and 
technical management. construction time and project 
quality, OSC showed much ingenuity and achieved fairly 

results in builds 
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capability of constructing stylish and modern tourist 
hotels and charming villas of ensured technical and 
artistic quality, This 1s an important condition allowing 
OSC to achieve a mission of building a material and 
technical base for itself and to participate in cooperative 
consiruction of a number of “significant” projects in 
other locations such as Hanoi, Da Lat. Long An, Kien 
Giang, Ho Chi Minh City, ete. 


Expanding Joint Enterprise and Association 


Operating in the area of Vung Tau, OSC has the advan- 
tages of favorable natural conditions for tourism How. 
ever. a great difficulty is the restricted area (the entire 
Vung Tau-Con Dao Special Zone has a area of only 250 
pod kilometers and a population of more than 
100,000) with few goods sources so support strength is 
restricted, especially in grain. food. high-level consumer 
goods, and modern equipment. OSC has overcome these 
difficulties by promoting production and organizing 
consolidated business while simultancously expanding 
joint enterprise and association and bolstering exports 
and imports 


OSC has organized production and construction units. 
matcrial supply enterprises, customer reception services. 
grain and food storage and processing facilities. tailoring 
and laundry shops. industrial chicken farms. fish and 
shrimp raising faciities. electromechanical and vehicle 
repair shops. etc. Thanks to this. OSC has achieved a 
large of autonomy in commodity materials that 
upper have not supplied in su t levels, not 
in a timely manner, and not of the proper type and 
quality. and has reduced dependence on the free market 
Moreover. to satisfy the varied and subtle requirements 
of customers. especially foreign customers, OSC has also 
organized a network of fine arts stores. beauty shops. 
steam baths. therapeutic treatment. etc Actual practice 
has show:, that to promote on-site production. niza- 
tion of consolidated business 1s a necessary and we 
measure for OSC. especially in the muitial period of 
shifting from the system of state subsidization to one of 
business accounting. 


In the years of supporting capitalist on! specialists. thanks 
to good organization of services and “on-site exports and 


imports,” OSC has acquired an amount of supplies. raw 
materials, and foreign exchange OSC has used a portion 
of the capital. materials. and supplics for associated 
production with a number of primary units in Ho Chi 
Minh City and other local areas. For cxample: in Ho Chi 
Minh City. the electromechanical enterprise contracted 
to produce table fans for the hotels. and to maintain and 
repair clevaiors, electric fans. water pumps. and air 
conditioners. The Hong Gam Weaving Enterprise con- 
tracted to produce all the cloth articles. table linens and 
towels the Artware Enterprise to make perfumed soap. 
shampoo. toothpaste. and ename! and glass cleaner. the 
Plastic Enterprise to produce plastic art objects and foam 
matiresses. the ( ogido Paper Mill (Dong Nat) to produce 








high grade toilet paper, and the Hai Duong Pottery Plant 
to produce all the high-grade potiery item the 
company. 


As a business unit serving _ foreign customers, 
OSC has the conditions Organizing exports and 
imports. However, along what course, in what area, and 


ae yr Nish (lowe be) la conducts joint — 
( ) IN pepper growing, wit 
Phoi (Dac Lac) in coffee growing: with Ninh Hoa 
SS ale pea Se Sam pS 
ae processing of shrimp. with An 
Phuoc Farm ( Nai) in cattle and hog raising. 
with the Dong Phuong Knitting Mill in weaving. cutting. 
and sewing woven products, with Dong A Enterprise in 
production of khaki cloth, etc. 


27 
g 


OSC is to invest in depth in the 
modern techniques and equipment. to automate 


present enterprise production lines. and to swiftly 
ee Se a. Gey, Oe aay of commod)- 
ties. Here, a problem of decisive significance to OSC was 
SS SS ee ae 
on needs the market. varieties. merchandise. 
— <a world technical stan- 
dards, etc a foundation to select objectives and 
formulas of appropriate and effective joint enterprise 


[ 
tt 
i 
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_ modern equipment 
not only for replacement and its own renovation bul to 
entire sector in attaining high-quality products 
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by importing them from foreign countries, and contribu- 


tion toward the creation of relatively stable and compet- 
itive products for export. 
Alleviating Problems in Management 


—— the initial years after establishment, due to the 
cverall mechanism of the entire country of bureaucratic 
centralism and state subsidization, because OSC was an 
e.t.omely immature and inexperienced service business 
sector, Management was extremely confused with a cum- 
bersome apparatus, fragmented activity. and ineffi- 
ciency. During the past few years, has devoted 
much effort to thinking. searching. and experimenting to 
find a management model consistent with its own oper- 
ational characteristics and conditions, and consistent 
with the economic pattern on the initial stretch of the 
transitional period. 


Like many other economic units throughout the country. 
OSC has resolutely shifted to business accounting. dect- 
sively chiminated state subsidization. expanded and 
developed the autonomy of primary level units. and 
ended the situation of waiting. passiveness and depen- 
dence. The first experiment of OSC was to boldly assign 
autonomy to the enterprises, returning to them their own 
powers. responsibilities. benefits. and capital obliga- 
tions, first of all autonomy in finance. prices. joint 
enterprise and association relations, import distribution. 
cadre selection and deployment. and labor use The 
company board of directors assigned the enterprises 
management of all and bonus funds. and all rights 
of rewarding and er cadres, workers, and civil 
servants. The board of directors directly manages only 
two key positions of subordinate enterprises. those of the 
director and chief accountant. and in inspecting the 
operations of these enterprises. 


Subordinate enterprises and units horoughly implement 
the mechanism of product contrac's and distribution in 
accordance with labor Nearly all the shops. teams, end 
labor units have begun partial accounting and payment 
of salaries that are closely connected with the labor 
results of each individual. For example an enterprise 
supplying services achieves self-plan formulation and 
self-equilibrium of materials. business accounts. and 
wage funds. The Thang Muoi hotel area is presently 
testing a total shift of workers and civil servants on the 
rolls to a contract system with payment of wages in many 
steps and in accordance with different job categories 
aimed at Se ae quality and labor effi- 
crency. upgrading skills and overcoming the situation of 
average-ism and other negative occurrences. The max- 
imum level of wages paid in the Thang Muo: hotel area 
is three times the minimum level. 


The concept of OSC on management decentralization ts 
not the division of authority between the company and 
subordinate units. or between enterprises. hotel arcas. 
and labor teams but the creation of strength and effec- 
tiveness from the primary unit. creating conditions for 
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the primary unit to work dynamically, to more success- 
fully achieve the principle of democratic centralism in 
economic 1, 10 closely connect the benefits of 
the laborer with productivity, quality, and labor effi- 
ciency, and to ensure good coordination of the interests 
of the state, the collective, and the individual laborer. 


To achieve the new management formula, OSC reexam- 
ined the apparatus, rearranged labor forces, resolutely 
reduced intermediate links and administrative staff, and 
increased the number of able cadres at the primary level. 
From 28 linking units in 1983, the company now has 
only 13, including 8 independent accounting units. The 
Thang Muoi hotel area has more than cadres. 
workers, and civil servants but the board of directors 
only needs 3 individuals for the direct supervision of 
eacl labor team and unit without passing through inter- 
mediate components. 


Improvement of the apparatus organization demands 
simultaneous rearrangement of cadres. screening and 
raising the quality of cadre ranks, and gradual creation of 
cadre shifts es production, business and service 
in a synchronized professional manner with a spirit 
of renovation in methods of thinking and doing. The 
Stabilization and unanimous solidarity of management 
cadre ranks in OSC is decidedly not in “taking sides” or 
“collaboration.” but in achieving standards in quality 
and ability, including new thinking, new ways of doing 
and practical results as the most important measure- 
ments. During the cadre arrangement process, OSC has 
made efforts to achieve the guideline: “Anyone able to 
do a job must do it, and anyone able to work must do 
80," overcoming a situation of saving face and arranging 
queen in quenslinnsn oth dum exieainnanes cate tal 
because of the individual ordering the job. 


The ability and prudence of OSC in cadre work is in 
knowing how to give worthy talent an important position 
and to achieve the policy of “assembling talented men.” 
If any technical specialists or management cadres tal- 
ented in any location or sector are known, CSC encour- 
ages and invites them to work with it, provides them 
with a system of satisfactory compensation, and creates 
every favorable condition for them to work. Some have 
now become cadres in the company, and some 
cooperate with company in a “contract” or “advi- 
sory” capacity. For highly skilled individuals who once 
worked under the old regime. OSC extends invitations to 
become collaborators and creates conditions for them to 
maintain close contact with the company and enter- 
prises. It may be said that OSC has become a repository 
of many talents. From 1983 to 1985, OSC accepted 413 
cadres, including 53 with college level and above educa- 
tions and 65 with middie level educations, and 1/9 
technicians from category 5 and up. Al the present time. 
of the total of 1.600 cadres, workers and civil servants in 
the company (not counting seasonally recruited contrac- 
tors), there are 145 cadres with college. higher-level and 
postgraduate educations (including 47 foreign language 
specialists), 217 cadres with middle-level educations and 
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710 technical workers. The capability exists for intro- 

ducing microcomputers, electronic devices and com- 

puter science to the ma nt professions. These are 

~ no small assets towards which OSC is continuing to 
vance. 


Naturally, as reported above, not every activity of OSC 
has been “smooth sailing.” OSC has experienced stages 
of testing and groping. and has tasted reverses and even 
no small defests. At this time, after more than a decade 
of building and maturing, OSC has not overcome all the 
difficulties. The greatest concern of those in OSC is 
degradation of the material and technical base (while 
investment capital for repair, construction and new 
equipment is extremely limited) and the imequality in 
professional skills of the cadre, worker and civil servant 
ranks, especially under conditions in which the state 1s 
expanding relations with foreign countries and con- 
tinuing to renovate the economic structure and manage- 
ment mechanism. As a consolidated business and service 
unit with more than 60 different trades and a business 
volume during 1988 of more than 26 billion Vietnamese 
dong or 12 million rubles-dollars, spread over a broad 
area, maintaining business relations with many locations 
and countries and serving many different types of 
domestic and foreign customers, what can OSC do to 
firmly organize management, ensure efficiency, retain 
customer confidence, and maintain the quality and 
wholesome life of the cadres, workers and civil servants” 
These are the problems about which those at OSC are 
turning over and over in their thoughts, and secking 
ways to overcome in order to “excel themselves” and 
continue to advance. 


Unity Between Society-Economy and 
Science-Technology in Our Country 

00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 89 pp 57-61 


[Nguyen Thanh Tuan. article not translated] 


I a National Financial a. 
Consistent Requirements During Phase 
42100009 Hana TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 89 pp 62-67 


Article by Nguyen Quang Long. High-Level Economic 
talist} 

[Text] The renovation spirit and economic and social 
missions and objectives outlined by the 6th Party Con- 
gress demand an active financial policy consistent with 
the initial stretch of the transitional period and subse- 
quent steps in development in accordance with our 
country’s revolution. The congress affirmed that. 
“Financial and monetary policy has on important role in 
shifling economic activities to a business accounting 
mechanism and in efforts to resist inflation and stabilize 
the buying power of the dong.”' 
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During the recent past, efforts have been made in finance 
to create sources of capital, and to distribute and inspect 
capital use aimed al answering the steadily increasing 
—- of building and protecting the fatherland. 
and state have reserved an important part of 
accumulation (from 25 to 29 percent of 
— concentrated through the budget) to invest in 
capital construction and to create new production capa- 
bilities, with an average annual increase of 5.7 percent 
from 1976 to 1980 and 3.8 percent from 1981 to 1985. 
Al the same time, the financial management mechanism 
and policy have been gradually improved, assisting in 
liberating production . overcoming the steps of 
inaction and decline of 1979 and 1989, and creating an 
active change in a number of economic sectors and 
facilities. Consequently, the source of finance from 
within the national economy has increased. 


Nevertheless, with much greater national potential than 
before and a fairly large amount of capital invested. 


have not been properly exploited or no conditions ha 
existed for development: only about 40 to 
machine and equipment capacity is being used: and the 
a 2 ee ae © ee ¢ f° 
times with millions of hectares of agricultural 

ested land still undeveloped and resources are 
exploited in an unorganized manner or are being waste- 
fully discarded and left lying silent. Meanwhile. mi 
of poopie are reaching lahor age with eo jobs, lsbor 


created an internal accumulation. The problem of capital 

for economic and social development needs ts extremely 
difficult and acute, with simultaneously a serious 
shortage of capital and irrational, wasteful. and ineffec- 
tive use of capital. Finance has not yet gained control of 
the little in the country, and has not yet mobi- 


caples ape duaporend ond cnsted A fairly large portion of 
capital in society lies stagnant in organizations and 
various levels of the population, there is chaotic circula- 
tion on the market, and no supports exist for production 
objectives, primarily for buying and selling. creating an 
extremely bad effect on money, prices, production, and 
life. There is still widespread competition for foreign 
capital and its use lacks effectiveness. failing to ensure 
payment of debts on time and limiting capabilities for 
attracting additional new sources of capital. 
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State finance is constantly tense with revenues not 
matching expenditures, serious failures in tax collection, 
neers not matching imports, and a great = . 
— exchange. and forcign debts are not be 
' full or on time. Budget, credit, and cash ee 4 
continuous and at a high level. Inflation occurring under 
the special conditions of war was reduced and protected 
by a great source of aid but afier the war, a shortage of 
resolute measures existed, allowing inflation to continue 
and reach a serious level. increasingly causing financial 
difficulty and instability. 


The abnormal situation is that: a large deficit exists in 
the central while local budgets in many places 
have balances, banks lack cash while much money is 
stagnated in many agencies and enterprises and among 
the people, credit debts have rapidly increased to greatly 
exceed the level of economic growth and are greatly in 
excess of allowable capital sources, an extreme shortage 
of foreign exchange needed for production requirements 
exists while a fairly large amount of foreign exchange is 
still being used in nonessential consumer objectives. 
This situation is increasing the issuance of currency to 
compensate for deficits. and is causing inflation to 
become increasingly serious and finance to become addi- 
tionally distu 


Finally. the accumulation and consumption mission set 
forth in the first stretch of the transitional period cannot 
be effectively achieved. At the present time, both accu- 
mulation and consumption are restricted, failing to 
ensure requirements for :wiftly promoting the accumu- 
lation and concentration process. stabilizing the socio- 
economic situation, and creating a premise for new 
development steps. 


This actual situation is due to many causes, includ 
one important cause of financial policy. Thorlo. 
achievement of an active financial policy consicvent with 
new requirements and aimed financial improvement has 
become a crucial and urgent problem with a profound 
effect on the task of building and protecting the father- 
land. 


To overcome the difficulties and ensure achievement of 
the strategic mission during the new period, the 6th 
Party Congress set a course for financial policy to 
“ensure the financial autonomy of basic economic units 
and to strongly stimulate state-operated economy and 
other economic components to develop production with 
productivity. quality and high efficiency. creating an 
increasingly higher source of accumulation for each unit 
and for the state. to rationally regulate and distribute 
incewe sources aimed at achieving social equality, and 
to ensure consistent accumulation and consumption 
relations with socioeconomic objectives.” 


Following this spirit, finance must become a strong 
crowbar for arousing every source of power. fully uti- 
lizing and developing the capabilities of economic com- 
ponents. widely mobilizing and thoroughly caploiting 
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every source of capital in society, supporting the require- 
ment for achieving socioeconomic strategy, and acceler- 
ating an active process of production expansion in basic 
economic units inside as well as outside the state eco- 
nomic area aimed at swiftly increasing commodity prod- 
ucts for society, answering essential consumer require- 
ments and creating and steadily increasing accumulation 
from within the national economy. 


On the basis of a production and the distribu- 
tion and regulation role of finance, actively mobilize the 
proper level of domestic capital sources for the state. 
while simultaneously and wholeheartedly competing for 
foreign sources of capital to increase state budget 
receipts, increase bank credit capital, successfully answer 
the need for increasing expenditures for proposed socio- 
economic objectives, properly resolve accumulation 
relations and gradually raise the positive and autono- 
mous capabilities of national finance. 


An urgent objective is to concentrate every effort on 
reducing budget. credit, and cash deficits, with basic 
efforts to balance receipts and expenditures during the 
period of the 1986-1990 plan, the most important con- 
tribution in overcoming inflation. Following that is to 
stabilize, strengthen, and develop finance and increase 
accumulation, creating conditions for firmly stabilizing 
the socioeconomic situation and preparing for rapid 


steps in development during the period to follow. 


The core mission of finance at the present time is to 


a Se? ae So to exploit and use 
savings capital with high iveness, to properly 
answer accumulation and consumption requirements. 
and to ensure material conditions for successfully 
achieving the socioeconomic missions and objectives, 
central of which is presently the three economic pro- 
grams of the party. Give the proper level of concern to 
the two sources of domestic and foreign capital: consid- 
ering foreign capital as extremely essential and indis- 
pensable in the initial step, and greatly affecting the rate 
of economic development, and considering domestic 
capital as always a basic and decisive source of capital 
which we must and can positively bolster and encourage 
by many appropriate forms and methods. 


For capital originating from production, finance must 
first of all have a direct and positive effect on the 
production of primary units of every economic compo- 
nent, using state operations as the backbone and aimed 
at swiftly increasing social products and national 
income, and creating capabilities for expanding concen- 
tration and achieving the initial accumulation of 
socialism. With a thorough understanding of the view- 
point of liberating production capabilities in the new 
economic policies of the party. finance must strongly 
utilize a price level system such as taxes. credit, interest 
rates, prices, etc., to stimulate and guide every economic 
component to thoroughly develop potentials. develop 
every large and small source of capital in production. 
develop trade sectors. create jobs, attract many laborers. 
make many products. produce benefits for the national 
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welfare and people's livelihood, and place the producer 
and businessman of every different economic compo- 
nent in the position of an commodity producer with 
equality in obligations, benefits, existence and develop- 
ment on the basis of increasing productivity and quality. 
reducing production costs and increasing profits. Espe- 
cially, it is necessary to swiftly perfect and unify the 
system of contributions to the state, stipulating the clear. 
concise, and stable financial obligations during a definite 
period of basic production units, both ensuring the 
requirement for essential and firm capital concentration 
for the state, and that the producer has true financial 
autonomy, with effective actions to compensate for 
expenditures and to acquire an accumulation for con- 
tinuing without restraint to develop production, the 
greater the effectiveness. the higher the income and the 
greater the accumulation. End the arbitrary and incon- 
sistent situation in mobilization of contributions so 
everyone can have peace of mind, be prepared to invest 
capital in production, unceasingly increase accumulation 
for capital expansion, and create capabilities for pro- 
moting concentration in the national economy. 


Under conditions in which the national income is still 
low and sources of capital are limited, distribution 
through the finence and credit system must express a 
policy of accumulation and consumption consistent with 
the requirements of the strategic mission and the capa- 
bilities of the economy, truly taking conservation as a 
national policy with effectiveness as the highest stan- 
dard. Emphasize both aspects of accumulation and con- 
sumption, handling accumulation and consumption 
relations along a course of gradually raising the priority 
level for accumulation following the stabilization and 
development impetus of the economy. 


Concerning consumption, it 1s absolutely necessary not 
to surpass the scope of assets produced. maintaining an 
increase rate for consumption funds that 1s lower than 
the mmcrease rate of labor productivity and national 
production income. and swiftly overcoming a situation 
of capital embezzlement. The consumption policy 
during the next fw years 1s aimed at answering the most 
essential requirements for life with emphasis on the lives 
of the wage carners. Properly resolve the relationship 
between individual and social consumption: while many 
difficulties stil! exist in life, priority must be given to 
individual consumption of the laborer. and development 
of social consumption consistent with the level of the 
economy. the multicomponent social structure, and the 
extremely disproportionate incomes. Eliminate state 
subsidization, resist waste and osientation. and espe- 
cially in social consumption, it 1s necessary to revise a 
number of welfare systems of an excessive state- 
subsidization nature. overcome difficulties in the 
economy and state financial sources, and properly apply 
the guideline of the state and the people working 
together. Wholehcartedly economize in expenditure and 
reduce administrative, national defense and security 
expenditures on the basis of simplifying the apparatus 
and staff organization. perfecting standards and norms 
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and broadly applying the formula of quota receipt con- 
tracts (if any) and expenditure contracts. Strongly utilize 
the tax tool with the harmonious coordination of price 
policies in guiding consumption, resolute regulation and 
the proper income level, especially the high incomes of 
various classes of the population, in order to regulate 
consumption levels, ensure social equality and a whole- 
some life, insure the legitimate interests of the laborer, 
and ensure a rational comparison in income and wages 
between trade sectors and regions throughout the 
country, consistent with the principle of distribution in 
accordance with labor. 


Concerning consumption, energetic efforts must be 
made to reserve capital for investment in economic 
development. Wholeheartedly stimulate and create con- 
ditions for increasing accumulation in basic units subor- 
dinate to economic components, diversify credit rela- 
tions, widely mobilize every source of capital in 
production under versatile forms such as joint enter- 
prise, association, cooperation, stocks, etc. Gradually 
elevate the level of capital mobilized for the concen- 
trated accumulation of the state th the budget and 
credit system, assuring that the state follows the devel- 
opment impetus of domestic production, while simulta- 
neously creating conditions and opportunities for 
exploiting our strengths in order to diversify and expand 
foreign relations, better compete for the aid and invest- 
ment capital of foreign countries, and increase foreign 
exchange receipts in tourism, foreign services, money 
from overseas Vietnamese. the export of laborers and 
specialists, etc. It is necessary to reserve for accumula- 
tion all of the capital attracted from overseas, with the 
unceasing supplement of domestic capital sources, grad- 
ually raising the percentage of internal accumulation to a 
level higher than that of external capital. 


Deploy accumulated funds primarily in economic devel- 
opment and expenditure investments within the scope of 
actually available accumulation sources. Avoid collision 
with old mistakes due to subjectivism. urgency and 
investment in excess of capabilities and using methods 
to issue money exceeding permissible limits to supple- 
ment capital shortages. It is necessary to unify planning 
for capital investment, consisting of both concentrated 
and nonconcentrated capital, balancing capital and 
material within the scope of the entire nation, ensuring a 
reasonable ratio between production investment and 
production expenditures, and between sectors. local 
areas, and territorial regions. 


In adjustment of the investment plan for consistency 
with capital source capabilities: concentrate state invest- 
ment capital in the three mayor economic programs. with 
priority given to direct investment in agriculture and the 
production of export goods, while simultaneously and 
promptly ensuring capital for key energy projects and a 
number of communications and transportation. and 
signal and liaison projects, and set aside adequate capital 
for investment in science and technology. family plan- 
ning, and construction of an infrastructure to support 
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tourism and foreign services. For present facilities, 
emphasize synchronized and in-depth investment. 


In conjunction with capital construction investment, the 
proper level of concern must be given to liquid assets and 
reserve capital which are an important part of accumu- 
lation. Correctly determine the principle of budget and 
credit sources with firm coordination between the 
budget and credit to ensure the necessary liquid assets 
for enterprises, and accelerate the turnover rate to con- 
serve capital and reserves at an appropriate level and to 
avoid stagnation. Build and strengthen state reserve 
forces, comprising also foreign exchange reserves. 


Capital creation, distribution and use, and the rational 
formation of accumulation and consumption funds are 
primarily achieved through the finance and credit 
system. Through this system. efforts are made to concen- 
trate most of the capital on the state to ensure the most 
fundamental and essential socioeconomic missions and 
objectives. To achieve this, it is necessary first of all to 
improve the state budget situation, with most important 
concentration on the finance step, strengthening and 
developing the budget following the guideline of actively 
balancing receipts and expenditures: arranging a rational 
budget structure. strengthening receipts and additionally 
mobilizing domestic sources. increasingly raising the 
ratio in comparison with receipt sources from outside 
the country, and in expenditures, reserving a large por- 
tion of capital for economic development. allowing the 
budget to truly be an economic construction budget. At 
the same time. rearrange and renovate credit. creating 
the conditions necessary for shifling the banks to busi- 
ness accounting and to operations precisely im accor- 
dance with the principle of socialist credit, increase the 
mobilization of temporarily idle capital in society on the 
basis of policy and professional improvement, give 
attention to the interest rate problem, ensure the value of 
borrowed money, apply many versatile methods and 
forms (including issuance of stock certificates and 
bonds), and expand cashless payments to have sufficient 
capital to answer the credit requirements of production 
and business, and make loans to the proper recipients. 
ensure capital recovery and capital value preservation. 
and only extend loans within the scope of capital collec- 
tion sources without depending on issued capnal. 
Besides that, emphasize state insurance with active 
expansion of the insurance professions, especially insur- 
ance for production. 


Al the present time, reduction of budget deficits and 
advancement toward the balancing of budget receipts 
and expenditures is a mission of foremost urgency for 
finance because budget deficits are one of the most 
important causes of inflation. Efforts must be made to 
increase receipts without omitting receipt sources. thor- 
oughly resisting tax collection failures, and raising the 
ratio of national production income collected for the 
budget, with efforts to raise it 28 to 30 percent as 
previously achieved by revising and perfecting policy 
and organizing strict achievement. Taxes and other types 
of state receipts must be improved. supplemented and 
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constructed into a simple and rational system without 
duplicating or including every source of receipts that 
could and should be applied during this new period, 
relying on the principle that every organization and 
individual engaged in production and business activities, 
using state capital and national assets, enjoying the 
welfare produced by public projects and service activi- 
ties, and with incomes of a certain level have an obliga- 
tion to contribute to the state. In conjunction with 
increasing receipts, firm expenditures with priorities 
must be arranged. Decisively control capital investment 
limits (including both concentrated and nonconcei- 
trated capital) within the scope of an approved state 
plan. Reduce and advance toward elimination of loss 
compensation for production and business, and for 
exports, reduce expenditures for the state management 
apparatus because the proportion of these expenditure 
funds in the state budget is presently too large. Achieve a 
guideline of increasing receipts to ensure expenditure 
requirements, with expenditures only within the scope of 
available receipts, and restrict and advance toward elim- 
inating the issuance of money to compensate for deficits. 


In a spirit of reducing budget deficits, the increase in 
foreign exchange receipts and unified management of 
foreign exchange must be strengthened on the basis of an 
exchange rate policy consistent with reality and the 
buying power of the dong, correctly resolving the 
authority to use foreign exchange. creating conditions for 
rearranging and promoting import-export business and 
production, expanding other foreign exchange receipt 
activities, and strictly conducting foreign exchange 
receipts and expenditures through a foreign trade bank. 


The objectives, missions, and themes of financial policy 
above are established and achieved with a viewpoint of a 
unified finance precisely following the principle of dem- 
ocratic centralism. In accordance with this viewpoint. 
financial policy demands decisive elimination of bureau- 
cratism and state subsidization, ensuring the financial 
autonomy »f the basic unit, decentralizing budget man- 
agement to the local area. creating financial conditions 
consistent with the assigned socioeconomic mission and 
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plan in order for the local area to take the initiative in 
and be responsible for the achievement results of the 
local budget precisely following budget law, within the 
unified state budget framework and system. At the same 
lime, resist fragmentation, regionalism, parochialism 
and indiscipline, ensure the concentrated management 
effect of the central government on policies, systems, and 
general standards and norms, ensure the prompt and 
correct level of capital sources for the central govern- 
ment, and ensure the authority of capital regulation of 
the unified state budget system when necessary for 
general interests. This theme must be solidified into clear 
stipulations on the rights and responsibilities, and inter- 
ests and obligations of all echelons by financial regula- 
tions and systems upon which all echelons from top to 
bottom musi agree on and comply with to ensure a 
unified spirit that capital is the essence of socialist 
finance. Management tools and methods must be 
strongly utilized, especially properly organizing 
accounting, strengthening financial inspection and 
auditing, to strictly maintain discipline and this unified 
spirit, and overcome all laxity and arbitrariness that has 
and is creating many negative occurrences in the use of 
national capital and assets. 


First of all, because inflation resistance is an extremely 
difficult and urgent mission, tightening discipline and 
thorough unification in finance are an urgent demand. 
Moreover, due to great budget deficits, it is still neces- 
sary to uphold financial concentration, to increase the 
regulatory power of the central government, to thor- 
Oughly increase receipts, reduce expenditures, and prac- 
lice strict conservation, and mobilize large sources of 
capital in the central budget in order to concentrate 
efforts in resolving the most crucial and urgent mission 
of the entire country io resist capital dispersion, consid- 
ering this an extraordinarily essential measure of 
national finance policy over a definite period of time. 


Footnotes 


|. Proceeding of the 6th Party Congress, Su That Pub- 
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